
 

 
 

November 15, 2020   
  
  
Dr. Rachel Levine, Secretary  
Pennsylvania Department of Health  
625 Forster Street  
Harrisburg, PA 17120  
Via Electronic Mail  
  
Dear Dr. Levine,  
  
Thank you for all that you and the Department of Health are doing to keep Pennsylvanians safe 
and healthy during the COVID-19 Public Health Emergency. As you know, the Pennsylvania 
Homecare Association (PHA) is a statewide membership association with more than 700 home 
health, hospice and homecare providers across the Commonwealth.  
 
We are writing today to request regulatory relief relating to COVID-19 POC Antigen 
testing, to urge the Department to explicitly prioritize home-based care providers in the first 
round of vaccine distribution, and to ask the Department to confirm that home health providers 
will be eligible to administer the COVID-19 vaccine in the same manner that they are able to 
administer the flu vaccine, consistent with recent CMS Guidance.  
 
 Request for Regulatory Relief – PA Lab Permit Requirements  
As you are aware, the federal Department of Health and Human Services has been 
distributing COVID-19 POC Antigen tests. Home-based care agencies have been included in that 
distribution. Although a number of PA home-based providers have the necessary CLIA Waiver 
Certificate to administer the tests, some are unable to obtain a state lab permit because of 
the Pennsylvania-specific requirement that the lab have a medical director. We write to request 
a temporary waiver of that requirement during the PHE, in order to eliminate unnecessary 
barriers to testing and to allow home-based care agencies to play a greater role in mitigating the 
spread of COVID-19. As provided in the Food and Drug Administration FAQs related to the CLIA 
guidance, CMS has already announced that it will temporarily exercise enforcement discretion 
for the duration of the COVID-19 public health emergency under CLIA for the use of SARS-CoV-2 
POC antigen tests on asymptomatic individuals.  
 
Request for Explicit Recognition that Home-Based Care Providers are Prioritized for Vaccine 
Distribution  
Pennsylvania’s COVID-19 Vaccination Plan Executive Summary makes it clear that Healthcare 
Personnel, First Responders, Critical Workers and individuals with high-risk conditions will be 
prioritized during Phase 1A of the COVID-19 vaccine distribution.   
 
 

  



  
As you know, home-based care providers have been at the forefront of caring for some of 
Pennsylvania’s most vulnerable citizens since the start of the PHE, and they continue to make 
critical contributions in responding to and helping to prevent further spread of the disease. Their 
services range from post-hospital and nursing facility care, direct services to keep those who are 
ill out of the hospital or other facilities, and even providing staff to assisted living and other 
facilities that face staffing shortages due to COVID-19. Home-based care providers often serve 
multiple clients in a week, and the individuals they are caring for are at particularly high risk 
should they contract COVID-19. 
 
In order to prevent confusion or any misunderstanding as the vaccine distribution plan is 
implemented, we ask the Department to expressly identify home health, homecare and hospice 
personnel as healthcare workers who will be prioritized as part of Phase 1A.  
 
Home Health and COVID-19 Vaccine Administration  
Finally, we write to ask for confirmation that home health and hospice providers will be able to 
administer COVID-19 vaccines in the same manner that flu vaccines are currently 
administered. We have reviewed the COVID-19 Vaccination Program Provider Agreement on the 
DOH website, as well as the CMS Interim Final Rule with Comment Period (IFC) issued on 
October 28 2020, through which CMS intends to remove administrative barriers to eliminate 
potential delays to patient access to the COVID-19 vaccine. It is our understanding that home 
health agencies and hospices will be able to administer and bill for the COVID-19 vaccine in the 
same manner as they can flu and pneumococcal vaccines, and we are asking for DOH 
confirmation that this will be the case in Pennsylvania.  
 
Thank you in advance for your time and consideration of these important issues. We would 
welcome the opportunity to provide any additional information that would be useful, and I can 
be reached at thenning@pahomecare.org or (717) 649-6498.   
  
Sincerely,  
  
  
  
Teri L. Henning   
Chief Executive Officer  
Teri L. Henning, CEO 
 
cc: Meg Snead, Secretary of Policy and Planning, Office of the Governor  

Meaghan Abbott, Director of Intergovernmental Affairs, Department of Health  
Linda Chamberlain, Director, Department of Health, Division of Home Health  
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